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APPLICATION FEE INCREASE
EFFecTIVE JUNE 1, 2007

Effective June 1, 2007, application fees for a first fees since 1999 and, while Council continues to

licence, licence renewal and licence reapplication look at ways to keep costs down, revenue has not

will increase to $125.00. (Note: application fees kept pace with expenditures.

are now based on a one year licence period, not two

vears). Fees for transfer, reinstatement and The increase in application fees is projected to

amendment applications will not change. generate sufficient revenue to enable Council to meet
its annual operating costs and to allow it to establish a

A number of factors have contributed to the minimum operating surplus, thus ensuring Council

application fee increase. Council has not increased can continue to meet its obligations.

Effective June 1, 2007, licence application fees will be as follows:

Application Type - All Licence Categories Council Fee Government Fee Total Fee
(Adjuster, General, Life, A&S and Travel)

First Applications $100.00 $25.00 $125.00
Reapplications $100.00 $25.00 $125.00
Renewal Applications

Corporate, Partnership and Sole Proprietor $100.00 $25.00 $125.00
Individual $100.00 $25.00 $125.00
Transfer, Reinstatement and Amendment $50.00 $50.00 $100.00
Applications

Licences renewed between October 1, 2007 and May 31, 2008 will coincide with the move to a common renewal
date for all licensees.



>
R

Council Bulletin

INSURER FEE INCREASE - EFFECTIVE JUNE 1, 2007

As a result of the increase to the licence
application fee, the annual insurer assessment
will also increase. In accordance with section 3
of the Insurance Council Regulation, which sets

the insurer assessment at 10 times the
application fee, effective June 1, 2007 the
annual insurer assessment will increase from
$900.00 to $1,000.00.

RENEWAL REQUIREMENTS AS OF JUNE 1, 2007

Commencing June 1, 2006, Council began the first
step of moving toward continuous licensing by
issuing licences for a one year period. As we move
closer to the common renewal date of May 31,
2008, licences due for renewal will be issued for
varying lengths of time.

Throughout the transition period, licence
application fees and continuing education
requirements will differ depending on the length of
the licence. Council will attach a letter to renewal

forms confirming the application fee and the
continuing education credits required for all
renewals effective June 1, 2007 or later.

For further information on the changes to the
licensing process, see Council’s September 2006
Notice titled Changes to the Licensing Process
Update which is available on our website under
Publications, Notices.
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ADVISORY - GENERAL INSURANCE PoLicYy EXCLUSIONS

Council has recently identified issues regarding the
manner in which general insurance licensees
provide information on policy exclusions to clients,
including:

» failing to adequately review applicable policy
exclusions with a client; or

* sending a client a comprehensive policy
wording booklet which incorporates a wide
range of coverages and exclusions without
identifying which sections of the wordings
and exclusions are applicable to the client.

Licensees have an obligation to evaluate a client’s
needs and discuss with them information that is
material to their situation. What information is
material depends on the type of coverage being
placed and the client’s specific needs. It is part of
the responsibility of all general insurance licensees
to determine what factors are material and should
be brought to the attention of a client.

As an example, Council recently reviewed a
situation where the vacancy exclusion on a rental
property was not discussed with a client. As rental
properties are prone to periods of vacancy, this

What can I put on my business card?

Although Council does not prescribe a specific
format for business cards, licensees should keep in
mind their responsibilities under the Act and Rules.
This includes the requirement for licensees to
honestly represent their qualifications and the
services and products provided so as not to mislead
the public. Agents and agencies are also reminded
of the requirement to disclose they are an insurance
agent.
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particular exclusion was material. Had the client
been apprised of the vacancy exclusion, he could
have taken steps to mitigate potential risks to the
property while it was vacant.

Vacancy is only one example of exclusions which
may be material in a given situation. Council does
not believe it is sufficient for general insurance
licensees to only provide a client with the policy
wordings and a letter recommending the client
review them. It is important to draw a client’s
attention to the sections of the policy booklet
applicable to them, including relevant exclusions.

Also, general insurance licensees have an
obligation to document a client’s instructions in
writing and maintain good file notes of what was
discussed and agreed to at the time of a transaction.
Council addressed this issue in its November 2002
Bulletin article titled Duty of Care. All nominees
and supervising Level 3 general insurance agents
should obtain a copy of the Duty of Care article to
ensure their agency procedures comply and agency
staff are adequately trained. The November 2002
Bulletin is available on our website under
Publications, Bulletins, Archive.

FAQs

How does Council view disputes over the
ownership of client files?

Such issues are generally civil in nature and are
best addressed through the courts. Council will
typically only get involved in such cases if a client
was somehow prejudiced as a result of a business
dispute between licensees. It should be
remembered that it is ultimately a client’s decision
as to whom he or she wishes to do business with.
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CEASE AND DESIST ORDER ISSUED TO
SINCLAIR INSURANCE COMPANY LTD.

The Superintendent of Financial Institutions has
ordered Sinclair Insurance Company Ltd.
(“Sinclair”) to cease and desist conducting
insurance business in British Columbia.

Sinclair has been conducting activities through its
website. These activities relate to the sale of
insurance, accepting premium payments, delivering
policies of insurance and accepting risks, which are
prohibited without an authorization to do so.
Sinclair purports to have offices in Australia and
Israel and to be registered in the Independent State
of Anjouan. Sinclair’s registration in Anjouan
allows it to conduct offshore insurance business

only. There is no evidence to indicate that Sinclair
has an authorization to conduct insurance business
anywhere in the world.

Sinclair’s website shows that the company offers
insurance for a wide range of businesses, including
amusement park operation, vehicle, life, child
health and travel insurance. Sinclair has been the
subject of a number of Cease and Desist Orders in
the United States.

More information regarding this matter, including a
copy of the Cease and Desist Order, is available on
FICOMs website at www.fic.gov.bc.ca.

IMPORTANT — ALL LICENSEES

PROHIBITIONS PERTAINING TO UNAUTHORIZED INSURERS

FICOM recently published an Information Bulletin
that clarifies the position of the B.C. Superintendent
of Insurance with respect to the placement of risks
with unauthorized insurance companies.

Council recommends all licensees review this
Information Bulletin to ensure that their procedures
in this area are appropriate and sufficient.

The Information Bulletin can be viewed at:
http://www.fic.gov.bc.ca/pdf/insurance bulletins/IN
S 06 010.pdf

Unless otherwise qualified in this bulletin, read:

“Council” as Insurance Council of British Columbia
“Act” as Financial Institutions Act
“FICOM?” as Financial Institutions Commission

“Rules” as Council Rules

April 2007
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CounciL Decisions: GENERAL INSURANCE

SUSPENSIONS

LAt WA (MICHELLE) Tsul
(“LICENSEE”)

VANCOUVER, B.C.
(Level 2 General Insurance Agent)

Council determined the Licensee failed to act in
good faith, in a trustworthy manner and in
accordance with usual practice of the business of
insurance and ordered the Licensee be:

» suspended for a period of 3 months;
* fined $5,000.00;
+ assessed the costs of Council’s investigation;
and
 at the conclusion of the Licensee’s
suspension, have her insurance licence
downgraded to a Level 1 general insurance
salesperson for a further period of 12 months,
with the conditions that she:
> be under the direct supervision of a
Level 3 general insurance agent;
> not be permitted to conduct any
insurance business outside the
premises of her employer;
> as part of any application the
Licensee may make to transfer her
license to another employer, be
required to advise the potential
employer of Council’s decision; and
> complete a general business ethics
course from an accredited post
secondary institution.

The Licensee used her position and knowledge as a
licensee for personal benefit. She intentionally
misstated the principal operator of her vehicle on
five occasions between February 2001 and July 2005
in order to avoid paying higher automobile premiums
as a result of an at-fault accident in 1999.

On four of these five occasions, the Licensee
processed the misrepresented Insurance
Corporation of British Columbia transactions
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herself in her capacity as an insurance salesperson
or agent.

On four of these five occasions, the person declared
as the principle operator was unaware of the
Licensee’s misrepresentation.

CONDITIONS

BALWINDER KAUR KALKAT
(“LICENSEE”)

SURREY, B.C.
(Level 2 General Insurance Agent)

Council determined the Licensee failed to act in
accordance with the usual practice of the business
of insurance and ordered the Licensee:

* be fined $500.00;

* be assessed the costs of Council’s
investigation; and

+ as a condition of her licence, successfully
complete an errors and omissions course
acceptable to Council within six months of
the date of Council’s Order.

The Licensee attended a client’s residence to obtain
information required by the Insurance Corporation
of British Columbia to facilitate a change in his
Autoplan 12 banking. During this process, the
Licensee inadvertently neglected to have the client
sign the promissory note. The signature omission
was identified when the Licensee returned to the
office and the documents were being batched.

The Licensee contacted the client and explained the
situation to him. The client did not wish to deal
with the matter personally and requested the
Licensee sign his name on the form.

The proper execution of insurance documents is
fundamental to their validity and enforceability.
Regardless of the circumstances, it is never
acceptable to sign another person’s name to a
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document, to improperly witness a forged signature
or to accept and process a document knowing it has
not been properly executed.

BAsIL IAN SOTHEBY BRODIE KETCHEN
(“LICENSEE”)

CoauitLAM, B.C.

(Level 1 General Insurance Salesperson)

Council determined the Licensee failed to act in
accordance with the usual practice of the business
of insurance and ordered the Licensee be:

* fined $500.00;

* required to successfully complete the
Insurance Corporation of British Columbia’s
(“ICBC”) Autoplan Basics for Brokers
course; and

» assessed the costs of Council’s investigation.

The Licensee accessed and used client information
from his agency’s and ICBCs computer system for
the purposes of prospecting.

Information about a client obtained during the
course of a transaction cannot be used or
communicated except as required for the
transaction in which the information was provided
or a similar subsequent transaction between the
insurance agency and the same client, unless
authorized by the client or as required by law.

RAJVIR KAUR SAHOTA
(“LICENSEE”)

VANCOUVER, B.C.
(Level 1 General Insurance Salesperson)

Council determined the Licensee made a
material misstatement on her application for
licence transfer and ordered the Licensee:

e be fined $200.00;

« as a condition of her licence, successfully
complete an errors and omissions course
acceptable to Council within six months
following the date of Council’s order; and

* Dbe assessed the costs of Council’s investigation.

Council found the Licensee knew, or ought to have
known had she exercised reasonable diligence, that
the information she provided on the application was
not true.

FINES

GRANT FRANK OSTIR
(“APPLICANT”)
WINNIPEG, MB

(Level 2 General Insurance Agent)

Council determined the Applicant breached a
condition of a previously held insurance licence
when he failed to successfully complete the CAIB
2 and 3 courses by May 2005 and ordered the
Applicant be fined $1,000.00.

In 2005, when the Applicant applied to renew his
licence, the application was denied because he had
failed to meet the above mentioned condition. The
Applicant subsequently reapplied for a licence,
explaining he had failed to complete the CAIB courses
as required due to business responsibilities that required
him to temporarily relocate from Manitoba to Alberta.
The applicant failed to notify Council that he was
unable to meet the licence condition.

While Council accepted the Applicant had an
explanation for not meeting the condition, it felt the
Applicant had a responsibility to be more pro-active
in notifying Council. Council fined him for the
breach of the licence condition. In considering his
licence application, Council determined the
Applicant could be granted a Level 2 general
insurance agent licence with the condition he
successfully complete two CIP courses during his
next one year licence period.

MISSION STATEMENT

We serve and protect the public by
regulating insurance licensees under the
Financial Institutions Act and by promoting
ethical conduct, integrity and competence.

April 2007
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JATINDER SINGH GILL

(“LICENSEE”)

BuURNABY, B.C.

(Level 1 General Insurance Salesperson)

Council determined the Licensee failed to act in a
competent manner and in accordance with the usual
practice of the business of insurance and ordered the
Licensee be:

e fined $500.00; and
» assessed the costs of Council’s investigation.

The Licensee processed a temporary operating
permit knowing the signature of the vehicle’s
registered owner had been forged on the document
by the Licensee’s co-worker, who was also a
licensed agent.

In considering the appropriate disposition, Council
noted the Licensee did not benefit personally from
the transaction and had been intimidated and
pressured by his co-worker, who was a more senior
and experienced agent, to follow her direction in
processing the document.

The proper execution of documents is fundamental
to the business of insurance. It is never acceptable
to sign another person’s name to a document, to
improperly witness a signature or to accept and
process a document knowing the signature has been
forged.

Moises JORGE DE VASCONCELOS (GEORGE)
FERRO
(“LICENSEE”)

BurNABY, B.C.
(Level 2 General Insurance Agent)

Council determined the Licensee failed to act in
good faith and in accordance with the usual practice
of the business of insurance and ordered the
Licensee be:

e fined $1000.00; and
e assessed the costs of Council’s
investigation.
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The Licensee processed an Insurance Corporation of
British Columbia renewal transaction for a vehicle
owned by his cousin, who was not present at the time
of the transaction. The insured’s husband attended the
agency to facilitate the transaction, but he did not
bring a Notice to Renew permitting him to act on his
wife’s behalf. Notwithstanding, the Licensee
processed the renewal transaction and finance
agreement and permitted the insured’s husband to
sign the documents in the insured’s name.

The proper execution of insurance documents is
fundamental to their validity and enforceability.
Regardless of the circumstances, it is never
acceptable to sign another person’s name to a
document, to improperly witness a forged signature
or to accept and process a document knowing it has
not been properly executed.

REPRIMANDS

RiTA ROSEMARY ROEHRL
(“LICENSEE”)

VANCOUVER, B.C.
(Level 1 General Insurance Salesperson)

Council determined the Licensee failed to act in a
competent manner and in accordance with the usual
practice of the business of insurance and ordered the
Licensee be:

* reprimanded;

» required to successfully complete an errors
and omissions seminar offered through the
Insurance Brokers Association of British
Columbia, or an equivalent course as
determined by Council; and

+ assessed the costs of Council’s investigation.

Based on her own personal assessment of a client’s
financial circumstances and her assumption that he
could not afford it, the Licensee elected not to offer
him any optional automobile insurance. The Licensee
owed a duty to the client to provide him with sufficient
information to allow him to make an informed decision

regarding whether to purchase optional coverage.



&

Council Bulletin

e

CounciL Decisions: LIFE INSURANCE

LICENCE CANCELLATIONS

GLENN FRANK BERGEN
(“LICENSEE”)

PenTiCcTON, B.C.
(Life Insurance Agent)

Council determined the Licensee failed to act in
good faith and in a trustworthy manner, made a
material misstatement in reply to an inquiry from
Council and failed to reply to inquiries from
Council in a prompt manner and ordered:

» the Licensee’s life and accident and sickness
insurance agent’s licence be cancelled for a
minimum of 12 months from January 22,
2007,

e the Licensee be fined $6,000.00;

* the Licensee be assessed the costs of
Council’s investigation; and

* the Licensee must complete the Life Licence
Qualifying Program before applying for an
insurance licence.

The Licensee deposited a client’s investment money
into his personal bank account and used the money
for his own personal benefit for approximately two
months. In addition, the Licensee lied in response to
a Council inquiry and failed to reply to Council’s
inquiries in a timely manner.

SUSPENSIONS

DANA GABRIELA CIOCAN
(“LICENSEE”)

BURNABY, B.C.
(Life Insurance Agent)

As previously communicated in Council’s October
2006 Bulletin, the Licensee was fined $1,000.00
after Council found she failed to act in good faith
and in accordance with the usual practice of the
business of insurance.

The Superintendent of Financial Institutions
appealed Council’s Order to the Financial Services
Tribunal (“FST”) on the grounds that Council did
not adequately address the seriousness of the
conduct in question and had wrongfully concluded
a fine of $1,000.00 was appropriate in the
circumstances.

The FST considered the matter and ordered the
penalty imposed on the Licensee by Council be
varied to include a fine of $1,000.00 and a
suspension of 60 days. The FST decision is

available at:
http://www.fic.gov.bc.ca/fst/pdf/FST_ Decision_Cio

can.pdf

Articles in this Bulletin are designed to
provide licensees with concise
information for use in their day-to-day
business activities in a non-technical
way. Itis not intended to replace or
provide legal advice or be a legal
explanation of the Act, its regulations or
the Rules. It is the responsibility of all
licensees to ensure their practices and

procedures are within the requirements

of the Act, its regulations and the Rules.
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BRAIN KEITH FELLER
(“LICENSEE”)

CAmPBELL RIVER, B.C.
(Life Insurance Agent)

Council determined the Licensee failed to act in a
competent manner and in accordance with the usual
practice of the business of insurance and ordered:

e the Licensee be fined $2,000.00;

e as a condition of his licence, the Licensee
procure a copy of Advocis’ Best Practices
Manual and provide written confirmation to
Council, within six months from the date of
Council’s order, that he has reviewed it in
detail; and

* the Licensee be assessed the costs of
Council’s investigation.

The Licensee sold a universal life insurance policy
to a client that was inappropriate given her stated
objectives and he failed to make full and fair
disclosure of all material facts to enable her to
make an informed decision. Council determined a
reasonable, prudent and competent agent would not
have recommended the policy to the client in the
circumstances. Council concluded the Licensee had
good intentions to structure a plan for the client that
would meet her financial goals, but the Licensee
was not sufficiently knowledgeable regarding tax
and other aspects of the universal life insurance
policy. The Licensee set the contract up in a
manner that did not address the needs and concerns
of the client and was not in her best interests.

PETER STEPHEN GOLUB
(“APPLICANT”)

BurNABY, B.C.
(Life Insurance Agent)

Council determined the Applicant was suitable for
licensing with conditions and ordered the Applicant be:

* supervised for two years by a life insurance
agent with a minimum of five years’
experience as a life agent, who meets
Council’s approval. The supervising life
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insurance agent must agree to have a
condition placed on his/her insurance licence
making him/her accountable for the insurance
business conduct of the Applicant; and

» assessed the costs of Council’s investigation.

The Applicant was first licensed as a Level 1 life
insurance agent in December 2002. The Applicant
did not complete the compulsory education
requirement and, as a result, his licence was
suspended from January 1, 2005 until March 17,
2005. While unlicensed, the Applicant acted as an
insurance agent in five transactions and
misrepresented the agent of record on the
applications for insurance to conceal from the
insurer that he had facilitated the sales.

Council took into consideration that the Applicant’s
employment was terminated as a result of his
conduct and he had subsequently been unlicensed
for approximately 15 months.

Yu XuAN (MicHAEL) Liu
(“LIU”)

VANCOUVER, B.C.

(Life Insurance Agent)

ZoNGLI (MicHAEL) WANG
(“WANG”)

VANCOUVER, B.C.
(Life Insurance Agent)

Council determined that Liu and Wang failed to act
in a trustworthy manner, in good faith and in
accordance with the usual practice of the business
of insurance and ordered Liu and Wang each be:

* suspended for two weeks;

e fined $1,000.00; and

e assessed half the costs of Council’s
investigation.

The Superintendent of Financial Institutions
appealed Council’s Order to the Financial Services
Tribunal (“FST”) on grounds that Council did not
adequately address the seriousness of the conduct
in question and wrongfully concluded the above
noted penalty was appropriate in the circumstances.

9



(>
OQO

The FST considered the matter and ordered the
period of suspension be increased from two weeks
to 60 days. The FST decisions are available at:
http://www.fic.gov.be.ca/fst/pdf/FST Decision Wang.pdf
http://www.fic.gov.be.ca/fst/pdf/FST Decision Liu.pdf

Working jointly on a life insurance case, Liu and
Wang misstated information on a client’s life
insurance application regarding his travel plans
outside of North America.

In addition, the client was overseas when the policy
was issued. Wang and Liu mailed the policy
delivery receipt to the client but had not received it
back within the time frame set by the insurer. They
requested and received an extension to settle the
delivery requirements, which had included an
addendum confirming the client’s health. The
policy delivery receipt was subsequently signed and
returned by the client. However, in a misguided
effort to assist the client and ensure the insurance
coverage took effect, Liu forged the client’s
signature on the addendum and both Wang and Liu
signed as witness to the forged signature.

FINES

DaviD MARK STEVENS
(“LICENSEE”)

BuRNABY, B.C.
(Life Insurance Nominee)

Council determined the Licensee failed to act in a
trustworthy manner and in accordance with the
usual practice of the business of insurance and
ordered the Licensee be:

e fined $500.00; and
» assessed the costs of Council’s investigation.

Council found the Licensee signed as a witness to a
client’s signature on an insurance application and a
replacement form when he was not present during
the execution of these documents. The proper
execution of insurance documents is a fundamental
component of every insurance transaction. It is
never acceptable to sign another person’s name to a
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document, to improperly witness a signature or to
accept and process a document knowing the
signature has been forged.

Hee DoNG HONG
(“APPLICANT”)
BuRNABY, B.C.
(Life Insurance Agent)

Council determined the Applicant was not
trustworthy and could not be relied upon to publicly
carry on business of insurance in good faith and in
accordance with the usual practice of the business
of insurance and ordered the Applicant be refused a
life insurance agent licence for a period of two
years commencing January 24, 2006.

The Applicant inappropriately obtained Life
Licence Qualification Program (“LLQP”) exam
questions and subsequently circulated these
questions to assist individuals in circumventing the
educational requirements necessary to become a life
insurance agent.

Additionally, the Applicant attempted to mislead
Council by providing false statements to a Council
Investigator about the source of the LLQP exam
questions.

CAUTION

Warning:
The use of any information in this Bulletin
to discredit another licensee,
or any other person, is not permitted and
may result in disciplinary action

against a licensee using the information

in such @ manner.

April 2007
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MicHELE MARCO FRANCESCO VINCENTI
(“LICENSEE”)

VICTORIA, B.C.

(Life Insurance Agent)

Council determined the Licensee made a material
misstatement on his licence application and ordered
the Licensee be:

e fined $200.00; and
e assessed the costs of Council’s investigation.

Council found the Licensee knew or ought to have
known, had he exercised reasonable diligence, that
the information he provided on the application was
not true.
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YAN GANG (BARTON) LI
(“LICENSEE”)

BuRNABY, B.C.
(Life Insurance Agent)

Council determined the Licensee failed to act in a
trustworthy manner and in accordance with the
usual practice of the business of insurance and
ordered the Licensee be:

e fined $500.00; and
» assessed the costs of Council’s investigation.

The Licensee signed as a witness to a client’s
signature on an insurance cash value surrender
form when he was not present during the execution
of the document.

The proper execution of insurance documents is a
fundamental component of every insurance
transaction. It is never acceptable to sign another
person’s name to a document, to improperly
witness a signature or to accept and process a
document knowing the signature has been forged.

www.insurancecouncilofbc.com

Visit our website to access information on licensing

requirements, application forms, Notices,
What’s New and much more.

April 2007
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